COLD ASTON PARISH COUNCIL
https://coldastonab.wordpress.com/

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT  will be
Held at the Village Hall, Cold Aston
On Thursday 15th May at 7.30 pm


Cllr. Paula Marchant
Chairman of Cold Aston Parish Council



AGENDA

1. Welcome Statement by Chair of the Council
2. Attendance recorded
3. Apologies absence received to be recorded
4. Approve minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on 16th May 2024
5. Annual Review of the Year:
· County Councillor
· District Councillor
· Cold Aston Parish Council
· Report from Fuel Charity administered by the Parish Council
6. Open Forum for Public Questions





COLD ASTON PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY
Draft minutes for meeting held on
16th May 2024 at 7.40 pm
In the Village Hall, Cold Aston
https://coldastonab.wordpress.com
	1. 
	Attendance recorded as Parish Councillors Mike Sibthorpe, Amanda Kimpton and Mandy Pearce, District Councillor Len Wilkins and two members of the public

	2. 
	Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Paula Marchant (Cllr Sibthorpe chaired this meeting in the absence of Cllr Marchant) and County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson

	3. 
	Council approved minutes of previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 16th March 2023

	4. 
	The following report from the Chair of the Parish Council on its activities over the last year was read out:
General
Following the resignation of our Clerk in July this year we decided to trial reducing the work of the Council and managing without a full time clerk in an effort to save funds and improve efficiency. As such it was agreed we would cut our meetings to 4 a year and employ Helen Roberts to take the minutes of these meetings. All other duties will be carried out by the Councillors.

Finances and Precept
Our running costs had got quite high as a result of the costs of a clerk and the higher costs of cutting our verges. As such we were using our savings for general expenses rather than capital projects. However, as we now no longer have the high costs of a clerk the position is better. It has been recommended nonetheless that we don’t assume we can continue without a clerk indefinitely and as such we have kept the precept at its current level for the next year. As with previous years our finances were audited by Jamie Saunders. Next year we will use the services of GAPTC in view of the absence of a clerk.

Planning
We have commented on a number of planning applications. In particular we supported local residents to confirm that Bang Up Lane and Gomms Track have always been used as restricted byways and were delighted when the request to reclassify both tracks as Byways to all Traffic was rejected.

Highways
We have met with Highways and discussed repairing potholes, the possibility of an extra passing place on the Notgrove Road and improving the signage in the village especially around the school. Unfortunately, the gentleman we met with has now left the department but we are hopeful his replacement will take on the work.

Allotments
We expanded the catchment area for taking allotments to include Turkdean and have now let all available allotments. We have turned allotment 17 into a communal area. The ground has been dug over and covered with a membrane and woodchip. A table for produce is to be added and possibly a bench. We would also like to thank Paul Trevayne for clearing and maintaining the allotment land adjacent to his house.

Village Assets
We are still waiting for confirmation that the allotment land has been registered at the land registry. We repaired both noticeboards last year – thanks go to Paul Kimpton for this. It was decided that we need to replace the benches outside the village hall and repaint the phone box – both are in hand.

Defibrillator
We have signed an annual scheme to pay for new pads and a 4 yearly battery replacement. We have also added pads for children to the box. Whilst there is a cost to maintaining this facility it was called on (although not used) twice last year which underlines the need for it in the village. Thanks to Yvonne and Martin Nicholas for ensuring it is in good condition.

Verges
Thomas Fox have been contracted to maintain the verges in the centre of the village again this year. For the sixth year we have continued to take responsibility for maintaining the verges in and out of the village. They are cut later in the season than general practice with a resulting significant increase in biodiversity. Thanks to Andrew Bullock for enabling this. We also continue to support a few wildflower verges in the centre of the village.

	5. 
	Report from District Councillor Len Wilkins
As from April this year, the public now have only 28 days to register an objection to a planning application, so please let him know straightaway if anything crops up so that he can take action.

	6. 
	Reports from any other organisations present
Voluntary Emergency Telephone Scheme (VETS): Ten village members volunteer for this scheme, where calls are cascaded in the event of someone collapsing and the volunteers have had emergency defibrillator training.  It costs £100 per annum to run and has been used a couple of times.  Yvonne will circulate details on village WhatsApp.  The scheme will be raised with Gigaclear to ensure that it will continue to work.
School: There are vacancies on the school’s local governing boards and pupil applications for the next academic year are down.

	7. 
	Report from Fuel Charity administered by the Parish Council
The balance of the fund available for distribution currently stands at £725.  Two recipients in the village benefited from payments from this fund.  If parishioners are aware of anyone struggling, they should mention this to the Parish Council – confidentiality assured.

	8. 
	Any Other Business
District Councillor Len Wilkins felt that someone should thank the Parish Council for all their hard work.
A fifth councillor is being sought as there is a vacancy, plus the current four councillors have
served for several periods between them.  Anyone in the village who would like to put themselves forward as a candidate would be warmly received.

	9. 
	Meeting closed at 7.58 pm








Residents are requested to forward any questions in advance to coldastonpc@gmail.com
