COLD ASTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH ASSEMBLY HELD ON 16TH MARCH 2023
IN THE VILLAGE HALL
COMMENCING AT 19.27pm
The Annual Parish Assembly, organised by the Parish Council, is an opportunity for any resident to come along and hear what the Parish Council and other organisations in the village have achieved in the last year, and to make suggestions on what you would like to see as priorities for the next year.  It is an informal meeting and an opportunity for your voice and views to be heard.


1. Attendance recorded as Parish Councillors Paula Marchant, Amanda Kimpton, and Mike Sibthorpe 

2. Apologies received recorded from District Councillor Keeling and County Councillor Hodgkinson Parish Councillor Mark Zile

3. Council approved minutes of previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 9th May 2022.

4. Report received from the Chair of Parish Council on its activities over the last year (cut and paste) 

5. Reports to be invited from District and County Councillors and added to the minutes

6. Reports invited from any other organisations present-none

7. Report from the Fuel Charity administered by the Parish Council

£900.11 is the current balance 
£400 distributed from income and £150 from reserves to residents in need

8. No Members of the public attended
9. Meeting closed at 19.33









PARISH ASSEMBLY HELD ON 9th MAY 2022
IN THE VILLAGE HALL
COMMENCING AT 8.05PM
The Annual Parish Assembly, organised by the Parish Council, is an opportunity for any resident to come along and hear what the Parish Council and other organisations in the village have achieved in the last year, and to make suggestions on what you would like to see as priorities for the next year.  It is an informal meeting and an opportunity for your voice and views to be heard.


1. Attendance recorded as Parish Councillors Paula Marchant, Amanda Kimpton, Mark Ziles and Mike Sibthorpe,– 5 members of the public

2. Apologies absence received- District Councillor Keeling and County Councillor Hodgkinson

3. Council approved minutes of previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 5th May 2021.

4. Report received from the Chair of Parish Council on its activities over the last year and its aspirations for the coming year

Cold Aston Parish Council Annual Report May 2022

General
Precept – we increased the precept this year by 5% (in line with inflation at the time).  Whilst we have reasonable reserves this increase reflects the fact that we are currently spending more than we receive and we therefore want to increase the precept gradually over time to enable us to match spending by the time the reserves have been spent.
Our finances are audited every year by Jamie Saunders, who has confirmed he will do it next year.
Stuart Jackson has continued to maintain our website during the last year and we thank him for that. We are however in the process of investigating a new website, which will be easier for joint administrators and should cost less.
We have adopted the LGA Freedom of Information Policy and agreed a charge of £25 per hour for any freedom of information request.
We have maintained our connections with the committees at the School, Church and Village Hall.
Planning
We have reviewed several planning applications and have supported the residents of The Paddocks in objecting to the application by Valley View Caravan Site.
Highways
We have reported various potholes, resolved a burst pipe outside the Plough and leaking sewage outside Grove Farmhouse.
A dead-end sign has been placed at the entrance of Chapel Lane.
We have tried to create a central list using What3Words for all the houses in the village to aid delivery drivers. So far take-up has been low, but we will persevere.
Verges
We held a consultation for instigating “No Mow May”, but there was not sufficient support for the project.
Martin and Yvonne kindly arranged a litter pick in April for the roads in and out of the village. It was well supported, and we plan to make it an annual event. Thank you to everyone who took part.
We have recently had to change contractors for mowing the verges in the centre of the village. 
Councillors
We were very sad to see both Yvonne Nicholas and Greg Pearce resign during the year and would like to thank them both for their hard work for the village during their time on the Council.
Equally, I would like to welcome Mike Sibthorpe to the Council. He joined in November.
Election – we are currently unable to co-opt a 5th person to the council because 10 or more villagers requested that a formal election be held to replace the outgoing councillors. Whilst Mike put his name forward for election no-one else has.  The opportunity to do so has now been offered 4 times.  We are currently speaking to CDC to see if the rule can be changed.  Failing that we will be allowed to replace the outgoing Councillors in May 2023 when new elections are due.
We have created a schedule which can be seen on our website outlining the role and duties of Councillors in Cold Aston.
Cotswold District Council
We have all attended a meeting for Councillors held by CDC to discuss development of village plans.
We objected to CDC’s decision to pass on the cost of Parish Council elections to the individual Parish Councils.  We objected because we thought it was a cynical attempt to increase their own budget without increasing council tax.  We also felt not enough notice had been given to enable Parish Councils to build up reserves to meet the expected cost. Our objection, along with others resulted in the plan being delayed until 2023.  This is after the next election which gives us time to prepare but also means the individual members of CDC will have to justify their decision to the electorate.
Village Assets
We have instructed Willans Solicitors to register the allotments.
Forward Planning
We have set up a working party to update our Parish Plan.
Allotments
Ben Morris very kindly created an up-to-date map of the individual allotments, which clearly outlines the paths around each allotment. This was handed out with the renewal of each tenancy last year.  Thank you to Ben for his hard work.
We have put together an allotment policy document, which can be seen on our website, outlining the rights and duties of both allotment tenants and the Parish Council.
We reviewed the annual charge for allotments and decided to increase it to £15 per annum from October 2022 and £18 from October 2023
Environment
For the fourth year we have continued to take responsibility for maintaining the verges in and out of the village.  They are being cut later in the season than general practice with a resulting significant increase in biodiversity.  We continue to support a few wildflower verges in the centre of the village.
We accepted the offer of whips from Highways and 108 young trees have been taken by 15 different households and planted in various locations around the village.
We liaised with Gloucestershire Wildlife Society for advice regarding the lizards on the allotments.  GWS suggested we place large rocks around the area and maybe create some cover.  The Parish Council were happy to do this, but the allotment tenants felt that as the lizards have thrived on their own for several years there was no need to take action. Clarification is also being sought regarding strimming
Joe Kirby had put forward a plan for increasing biodiversity on the allotments whilst respecting the fact their primary purpose is to grow fruit and vegetables.  It was agreed to encourage the growth of wildflowers in patches around the individual plots, in particular on what was plot 8.


5. Verbal report received from District Councillor Keeling – not available
6. report received from County Councillor Hodgkinson – see PC AGM

7. Report from the Fuel Charity administered by the Parish Council

Distributed £400 this year, £1000 still available and will consider other recipients

8. Representatives from other organisations were invited to present a report.

Verges and Bulb Lawn report Summer 2021, by Nurture Nature Group

1. Context 
In 2019 The CDC declared a Climate Emergency and then an Ecological Emergency for the Cotswolds; and the Windrush River action group has documented nearly 200 pollution incidents- raw sewage into the once pristine Windrush, making these once pristine clear streams life threatening to humans and all nature. The Evenlode river also is hardly supporting life. Amongst people who understand the implications, the pace of action is picking up. We all busy doing a lot on our own patches as well as having great care and commitment to our parish, the Cotswolds and more. 

2. Nurture Nature Group Activities
 Public spaces are vulnerable to harm and destruction by a moments miss management. Therefore our strong focus is to encourage people to care abiut public space but also take action on their patches- the land they wholly control. 20 members of the new Whatsapp group share tips, sightings and inspire each other. The core group has also expanded and takes care to monitor and welcome new interest.
During the Covid 19 pandemic the members of Nurture Nature Group continued to manage the Bulb Lawn and Spring Cottage Experimental Verge and monitor the two Conservation Status Verges (CSV) at Nine Acre Hill from Camp Farm to the A436, and from the Beech trees to Gilberts’ Grave on the unclassified road up to the A429. Also they continued monitoring the Parish Council pilot project on the remaining unclassified road verges in the parish. In addition they have been able to enrich further areas and provide villagers with native local wildflower plants grown from seed; plus advising members of the community on wildlife matters and native tree planting and species selection. On their own lands members are accelerating their measures to support local nature and create safe havens for ever rarer native species of plants, insects etc. Sadly despite success in these conserved areas, the overall picture in the area is DIVERSITY DEPLETION and massive losses.

More and more we see that in our parish community our legacy to future generations and even our own immediate environments are the focus of intense debate and differences of opinion about nature and our place in it. 

3. The state of the Two CSV (Conservation status verges) on unclassified roads

The two CSV on the road to Bourton at Camp farm /Nineacre Hill to A436, and on the road to Northleach from the Beech trees to Gilberts Grave and A429 are coming in to flower. This year they look fantastic though the emptying of a chemical toilet and regular fly tipping have to be managed as quickly as they are seen. From the car we have noticed that 9 acre, looks really good- cowslips are in full bloom, Sight lines mown to help safe farm vehicle exits from lane and camp farm seem better done this year. So far there is no catastrophic mow of the verges on the turn in to Thames Water reservoir, and fly tipping has only been noted (and reported to CDC) at the lay-by after Camp Farm turn. 
The Gilberts Grave CSV which was the richest in native species is still suffering from heavy traffic impact and the idiocy of dumping salt in heaps on rare plants not even in containers. Damage is caused each year by GCC Highways dumping salt heaps- containers that stop salt leaching onto the rare plants would be desirable. Due to impatience and traffic pressure the informal pull ins are expanding- also there is now mowing of the Fosse Way verge alongside the Catchpoles' properties and a little on the unclassified road Eastern edge from the paddock gate to the A429. This may simulate grazing and help some things and is helping safety - perhaps they can be asked to raise mower height a little. 

4. Other verges on the unclassified roads in the parish
This is now the third season where the verges on the unclassified roads of our parish are being managed on a direct contract with the parish council to Andy Bullock's team. As we can all see, compared to the GCC Highways contractors we suffered from in the past, Andy's team are much more tuned in to considering carefully when to mow, and where must be mown to achieve as good safety as possible. In the same way as last year the cow parsley and hog weed are now tending to droop over the roads- so long as there are not visibility issues this helps slow traffic. The enrichment planting of the verges near Roger and Marta is paying off and more and more flowers are showing. The snowdrops there and on Elm bank are extending and looked great this year. The verge alongside Home Piece from the top of Bang Up lane shows some enrichment is succeeding- yellow rattle, ox eye daisies and teasels can be seen for the first time. Communications are good between the NN Group and Parish and Andy’s team- sight lines are being managed well. In 2022/23 the sight line at the top of Bang Up Lane will be added to the list for the tractor- it is needed for school traffic safety and is at the moment strimmed by hand by myself. It should be under the mowing contract.

As Covid restrictions ease the NN Group do  monitor the CSV and other verges more closely. SEEDING is SUCCESS and this is what the pilot project is helping achieve. We now have plentiful fresh Yellow rattle seed and will observe how this could reduce grass mass on the verge alongside Home Piece in coming years

5. Bulb lawn and Spring Cottage Experimental verge

5.1 Bulb Lawn Since the bulb lawn started in 2019 there is steady progress. Regular team action to manage invasive garden plants and manage the types of wildflowers and balance. IF possible we ask that people who are NOT in the Nurture Nature group do raise concerns with us and DO NOT pull plants without alerting us. Some rare things went and we perhaps mis identified. A lot of enrichment planting has been done- recently over 2,000 wild daffodil seeds were spread by Jo Kirby and Diana Mountford thanks to very successful flowering and ripe seed heads from Spring Cottage. In 3 or 4 years we may see native daffodils flowering and seeding. We hope they don't get crossed with commercial varieties. The red day nettle garden invader is being discouraged (by strimming)  and the hope is to replace it with white dead nettle The concern is that some plants we put in seem to have "disappeared" and Star of Bethlehem were a no show. It could be the location is not conducive to some plants. Some concern this could be because people are removing plants perhaps they misidentify and think they are ragwort? or for other reasons. We will keep replanting from the seed and plants we have. The NN Group will pull docks, cow parsley and nettles, BUT protect the woolly thistles Roger gave; and add: more St John's wort. more oxe eye daisies etc. We WILL sprinkle yellow rattle seed from now on where grasses are thick.. We WON'T add red or white Valerian we have already got 2 plants of sweet Valerian thanks to Diana Preston-Jones (RIP) 
NOTE a little Red Valerian has crept in on it's own

    5.2 Signs for the Bulb Lawn
Cllr Yvonne Nicholas had suggested we needed some signage to make sure the village mowing contractors do not mow the Bulb Lawn area in error. Some information on the history and maintenance and what to see is a great idea- especially as school children, parents, villagers and visitors do walk by a lot. To Fight "Generational Amnesia" we can help our village and school children learn to identify and appreciate the benefits of native Cotswold wildflowers, grasses and trees. The goal is to look professional and authoritative and help people understand and access more. Various ideas were discussed- the area near the dog poo bin seems ideal as it already has some visual clutter and is close to the tarmac path. Not everyone has smart phones so we need some actual readable signage BUT a QR code link to information and images is far cheaper AND let people ingest the information at their leisure..
    
5.3 Spring Cottage Experimental Verge
Jo Kirby manages this area. The experimental verge is more floriferous than ever.= but was damaged by mowing into these rare flowers. So new notices have been put in place. Over 250 wild daffodils flowered this spring. It is good to see the school bringing children past and Val Bourne gave them a little explanation recently- the story of yellow rattle seemed to capture their imaginations. Some passers by are complimentary, but there are others who happily criticise. It's clear that the diversity and rich visual tapestry of nature and wildflowers is something some people are blind too- they desire monoculture.  Frequently mown, high fossil fuel, short mown grass with "no weeds" is what they aspire to. It is clear that certain species are valued visually by most people such as cowslips- they won't mow these in flower- we need to get across the message "Success is seeding". and maybe helping people see how much we have lost (ref Riddderdale Flora) will bring home the "Diversity Deficit" that has blasted our parish and the High Cotswolds. "Common" Lizards - are seen in the allotments, frogs and tadpoles are now rare, slow worms are found in some gardens. Maybe a display / exhibition now and again would help build recognition and appreciation of the connections between wild plants and things people love to see such as dormice, hedgehogs, red admirals, Brimstones and bats


6. Budget Issues

The Verge enrichment and seeding costs have all been covered by volunteer donations and a contribution of £ 100 from the Fayre.

In the past an allocation was set in the Parish Council precept budget but has never been called on. As the ecological emergency increases there is a need to support residents with trying to reduce harms and if possible reverse the DIVERSITY LOSSES. Funding for materials and signs, QR codes, web gallery, printing and plants and seeds will be needed in 2022 – perhaps the Parish Council can make a contribution.

DEER 9th May 2022

9. Open discussion on other priorities for the Parish. 
· Allotment lizards as protected species was noted
· Minutes from previous meeting were re-visted and it was confirmed that the majority of people agreed with the draft minutes. It was also confirmed by the Clerk that verbatim recording is not part of the recommended role
· More time is being given to Nature/Nuture and Allotments and if this is a good use of Council time
· It was suggested that more people could attend and would be more aware of what is going on
· Flat spaces suggested for boule area 
· EV electric charging space suggested
· Correspondence received by Council- council policy to be considered
· Election rationale was explained by resident and further discussion followed



10. Meeting closed  20.36

