COLD ASTON PARISH COUNCIL
Annual Allotment Holders Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on
4th September, 2023 at 1845
In the Village Hall, Cold Aston
https://coldastonab.wordpress.com
	1.
	Attendance to be recorded
9 allotment holders attended the meeting 
Apologies were received from 3 allotment holders
Representatives from the Parish Council attending the meeting were Amanda Kimpton (AK) and Paula Marchant (PM)

	0. 
	Reports from Parish Council Representatives including number of vacant plots
Apologies were given for the lack of previous minutes however the Parish Council Clerk has now left. 
There are currently 3 vacant plots - numbers 3, 12 and 17 - the feasibility of the use of plot 17 was discussed as it is a small narrow plot. Plot 8 is a designated wild flower area.  The maintenance of the vacant plots was discussed in terms of responsibility; it is the responsibility of the Parish Council as is managing the grass cutting around vacant plots and allotment entrances. AK also highlighted the need to advertise vacant plots again locally. 
Action:  

AK to discuss further with allotment holders either side of Plot 17 re the use of this plot
PM to ask Village Grass Cutting contractors to cut allotment grass further down allotment path
AK to advertise vacant plots eg circulating vacancies to Notgrove residents
The siting of benches within the allotments was discussed as allotment 2B was previously gravelled for a greenhouse and as it has looked unused it was considered a potential site however; this area does go along with Plot 2A and will be used by the allotment holders. Other areas within the allotments were discussed however a suitable site was not identified. The use of a table was mentioned as a potential benefit for allotment holders where extra produce could be shared. Allotment 17 was suggested as a possible site for this.
Action: AK & PM to discuss use/siting of a produce table at next Parish Council meeting 
AK reported to the group that Plot 16 (Fruit Net) has now been rented and the net will be renovated by the new allotment holder.
AK mentioned the Allotment Holders WhatsApp group she had recently set up to aid communication. AK outlined whilst not all tenants use WhatsApp she wanted to reassure everyone a method of communication had been established with all the allotment holders.
 

	0. 
	Report from Allotment Representative/Holders

The maintenance of the Yew hedge bordering Hathaway House was mentioned. The responsibility of this rests with the current owners however as the owners will be changing what will happen in the future was discussed. 
Action: AK to raise with current owners of Hathaway House
The Buddleia currently overhanging the Church end was discussed and will be trimmed back at the appropriate time by the owners of Church Cottage.
Overhanging sycamore trees were highlighted as becoming a problem in terms of casting shade on the north side of the allotments.
Action: AK to meet with Allotment holder to assess issue
It was raised the fruit trees remain in the School allotment – it was previously agreed these would be removed. However a change of staff may have led to this not being actioned.

Action: AK & PM to raise this with the school



	0. 
	Cutting back of Beech Hedge at Church Cottage

This was discussed and it was agreed the allotment holders adjacent to the hedge would trim back the relevant parts of the hedge that border their allotment / Church Cottage at the appropriate time. The owners of Church Cottage will trim the remainder.
Action: Allotment holders to trim back hedge 

	0. 
	Tenancy agreements – changes/updates suggested by tenants – to be approved by Parish Council at next meeting before distribution

AK highlighted the tenancy agreement currently on the Parish Council Website was not the up to date one. The tenancy agreement for 23/24 will be circulated shortly.
As previously agreed at the Cold Aston Parish Council Assembly held on 09/05/22 there will be a rent increase this year to £18.00 plus insurance. 

Action: AK & PM – to send out Tenancy agreements for year 23-24 

	0. 
	 Update on land next to Daisy Cottage
The wall and fence between the allotments and Daisy Cottage has been completed. The boundary has been cleared by the owners of Daisy Cottage. The future of the area was discussed. Although wild flowers were considered to be one solution it was noted this would also involve considerable work. 

AK highlighted she has also been contacted by the owners of The Firs as this area borders their garden. AK has advised them she will keep them updated on any further discussions about the future of this area.

Action: AK to catch up with owners of Daisy Cottage re future maintenance

	7
	Any other matters arising 

It was mentioned that it had been noted there has been an increase in dog poo being found in the allotments and whether it was caused by escaped dogs from neighbouring properties. 

Action: Potential points of entry to be identified by AK
AK & PM thanked everyone for attending and the meeting was closed at 1915



