COLD ASTON PARISH COUNCIL
Draft minutes for meeting held on
13th November 2025 at 6.45 pm
In the Village Hall, Cold Aston
https://coldastonab.wordpress.com
	
	

	
	Attendance recorded as Parish Councillors Paula Marchant, Mike Sibthorpe, Amanda Kimpton, Owen Rhys and Mandy Pearce, Cotswold District Councillor Len Wilkins and five members of the public

	1. 
	Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson

	2. 
	Declarations of interest for item 16 on the agenda were received from Cllrs Marchant and Rhys (fencing at the school)

	3. 
	Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting held on 14th August 2025 were approved and signed by Council

	4. 
	Matters arising from minutes:
Cllr Marchant confirmed that that the verges were due to be cut once more this season, to include the wildflower area

	5. 
	Verbal report was invited from Cotswold District Councillor Len Wilkins
House Building: CDC has been told it must build 1,000 houses per year for the next 18 years.  The only nearby village affected is Bourton, which must provide for 321 residences (on the old Co-Op site); Cold Aston parish is safe.
Local Government Reorganisation: The County Council's preferred option is one unitary council as this will save the most money (£21m).  CDC will probably disappear by April 2028.  Parish councils will lose some rights.  CDC will dissolve on 27th April 2027.  New Neighbourhood Partnerships (approx. 10-20 of these) will be formed and each parliamentary constituency will have its own – e.g. North Cotswolds.  July 2026 which of 3 options, May 2027 elections to new unitary.  110 councillors for new unitary authority.
Cllr Marchant asked if verge maintenance would continue as is and Cllr Wilkins thought it probably could. Cllr Pearce queried whether North Cotswolds and South Cotswolds Neighbourhood Partnership would have one representative for e.g. Cold Aston, Bourton and Northleach and again this was thought likely.

	6. 
	The following Update Report had been provided by County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson
(a) A436 road safety - I will be presenting Andrew Snell's petition tomorrow to the County Council meeting, calling for improved road safety measures along the road. The petition had 150 signatures. Highways will then respond formally to Andrew.
(b) Local Govt Reorganisation - tomorrow the County Council will vote on its preferred option for a unitary council in Gloucestershire. My preference is for a Gloucestershire unitary council as it will avoid splitting up services which are currently county-wide eg Fire, Public Health, Social Care, Children's Services, Trading Standards, Coroners etc. The Government will make its decision next summer.
(c) A417 Missing Link - all still on track to be fully open by February 2027.
(d) Road signage on the A429 - some signage was replaced, only to be hit by three vehicles in different accidents. Some of the rest remain broken despite assurances from Highways that this would be fixed. I am meeting Anne Johns in 2 weeks time so will be raising again with her.

	7. 
	Public participation was invited
A parishioner raised the following points:
(a) Nature Nurture wild lawn: Thomas Fox didn’t follow instructions to leave some areas to be mowed by hand and some plants had suffered as a result.  She queried when the stone from the wall repair would be removed.
(b) The beech trees would benefit from pruning to make them more attractive.
(c) The old village benches that had been moved to the allotments were underused; one could be reallocated to the churchyard and another to a roadside location (possibly outside the allotments) for a resting place for frail residents taking the air.
(d) The proposed fencing at the school impinged on the children’s freedom and would spoil the aesthetic of the adjacent church.
(e) School Safety Zone: There had been an incident the day before.  This area needs to be kept clear of cars.
In response:
Beech trees: Cllr Marchant said that this is Highways, responsibility.
Benches: Cllr recommended that the old benches should not be moved as they are broken underneath.  They are used a bit in their current location.  Maybe new ones could be purchased with from reserves for other locations?
Stone: The Cotswold Wardens are doing the repair works sporadically; it is a question for school for the school to answer.
Fence: The school has already received comments and submitted planning (it has not been approved yet).
Safety Zone: Council support this point in principle.  An agenda item will be made to talk and liaise with school re parking for special events etc.
Another parishioner queried why Highways were monitoring traffic at [Halfway House?].  No-one knew.

	8. 
	Highways Report
Cllr Pearce had reported the Northleach road patch on FixMyStreet three or four times.  Highways will send someone out.  She has also emailed Anne Johns at Highways re dangerous speeds on the A436 following the fatal accident.  Anne responded that “slow” road markings had been ordered, which would be dependent on weather conditions and in placed before the end of the financial year.  Tractor signs and others on A436 are programmed for December, weather dependent.  The broken tourist sign on Northleach roundabout approach is programmed for repair, but no date given as yet.  Roadworks/temporary traffic lights will affect Stow, Bourton and Rissington for the next month or two.

	9. 
	Tree Report
Following Cllr Hodgkinson’s recommendation, Cllr Sibthorpe had sent the inspection report regarding the sycamore to Anne Johns.  When he chased this, she confirmed that the works had been instructed to be carried out by the end of March 2026.  Cllr Sibthorpe will speak to the parishioner concerned about the beech trees outside the meeting..


	10. 
	Allotment Report
Cllr Kimpton reported that a short meeting had been held, mostly concerning access to water.  It had been decided to cut one IBC tank at the top so that so that watering cans could be dipped in and not just rely on the pump.  This had been done.  All plots are let and invoices were sent at the end of September.  Two requests had been received:
(a) A 7 x 5 foot shed on plot 9
(b) A 4.7 x 4.7 foot greenhouse on plot 19
Locations for both had been considered and Councillors approved.


	11. 
	Finance Report
(a) Council approved the following payments:
		Helen Roberts: £137.50
		Thomas Fox: £949.24
		Thomas Fox: £237.31
		Heartbeat Trust: £120
(b) The budget for 2025/26 was approved, as was the precept at £5,000.  There was sufficient money in reserves to purchase new benches (see point 7), but permission may have to be sought from Highways to locate them on the roadside.  Decisions will need to be made as to where to site these and the parishioner who raised this issue was happy to work with Councillors.
(c) Council reconciled and signed the bank statements (as circulated).

	12. 
	Information arising from Town and Parish Council Forum meeting to discuss the District Council’s Local Plan and how it affects our need for a neighbourhood plan
Four Councillors attended the recent to meeting, which was found to be very useful.
(a)	A forum was held by CDC to discuss updating the District Local Plan.  They had received Government directive to increase housing stock (18,760 new homes by 2043) and had decide where to accommodate this.
(b)	Cold Aston is safe from development.  New housing will be concentrated in Moreton, Blockley and Fairford.
(c)	If the 18,760 new houses are not built, the Planning Inspectorate can take over CDC planning team.  CDC are trying to resist this number with the Secretary of State
Cllr Pearce suggested reaching out to Bourton and Northleach to gain their thoughts.  Cllr Wilkins said that any updates to the Neighbourhood Plan should be put on hold for now.

	13. 
	Gigaclear will be in village from 26th November.  There is an online meeting on 2nd December and Councillor Marchant can find out how to join it.  Councillor Sibthorpe said Gigaclear are not amenable to village considerations, so it is a question of wating to see what happens.

	14. 
	Councillor Training
Ruth Waller at Upper Rissington provided some useful free training in October, but it was not felt that any more was required at present.

	15. 
	Consider getting a government website for the Parish Council
Cllr Wilkins confirmed that Cold Aston will not be able to continue to have its own website.  GAPTC had quoted £275 per year for a gov.uk website.  Cllr Wilkins said he would get back to Council with some other recommendations.   Cllr Marchant proposed signing up for a gov.uk website for no more than £275 per year.  This was approved.  As part of this, Councillors will need new gov.uk email addresses.

	16. 
	Planning
(a) Council had no comment on the following application: Treework  The Garden House  Ref. No: 25/02486
(b) Additional information for fencing at school Ref. No: 25/01933.  After some delay, CDC’s heritage consultant had requested a change to the fencing design: she said it must be black - and have spiked finials, rather than hooped.  The Parish Council was concerned that school safeguarding concerns were being overridden and delayed by potentially less attractive changes.  It was agreed that individuals would comment on the portal, rather than submitting a comment in the Parish Council’s name.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would comment on the time it has taken for this application to be decided, especially given the safeguarding issues.

	17. 
	Date of next meetings confirmed as 12th February and 14th May 2026

	18. 
	Meeting closed at 8.07 pm



