COLD ASTON PARISH COUNCIL
Second Draft minutes for meeting held on
14th August 2025 at 6.45 pm
In the Village Hall, Cold Aston
https://coldastonab.wordpress.com

	1. 
	Apologies for absence were received from Cotswold District Councillor Len Wilkins

	2. 
	Declarations of interest for item 13 on the agenda were received from Cllr Sibthorpe (outbuilding at Chapel Lane) and Cllrs Marchant and Rhys (fencing at the school)

	3. 
	Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting held on 15th Mary 2025 were approved and signed by Council

	4. 
	Matters arising from minutes:
Cllr Marchant is trying to organise a date with GAPTC for a free, tailored training session for Councillors.  See item 14 re SSE.

	5. 
	No Update Report had been provided by Cotswold District Councillor Len Wilkins

	6. 
	Verbal report was invited from County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson
Local Government Reorganisation: Each of the County and six District Councils will submit their preferred unitary structure option by the end of November.  Government will then decide around January 2026, with “shadow” elections in May 2027.  A public consultation will commence in early 2026.
Cllr Hodgkinson has a Cabinet role: Public Health, Communities & Fire.
Roads: The A429 has been resurfaced and some road signs have been cleaned, cleared of vegetation or replaced between Cold Aston and Cirencester, with more to come.  There have been several incidents on the A436, including a fatality and Cllr Hodgkinson is awaiting details from the police as to the cause.  Average speed cameras are now in place on the A436 between The Kilkenny and Seven Springs.
Ambulance Response Times: These have come down a little, which is usual in the summer, but South-West Ambulance Service want to stop the current co-responding arrangement with the Fire Service in favour of their own proposed first responder scheme.

	7. 
	Public participation was invited
Andrew Snell is extremely concerned about the safety issues on the A436 in front of Windrush Farm.  Cars and especially motorbikes are exceeding the 60 mph speed limit and he feels that a 50 mph limit (in place on the A44 Moreton to Chipping Norton and Stow to Burford roads) would help.  He has started a petition for this online, which will be put onto the village WhatsApp group.  He also feels that the junctions onto this road are not safe, particularly where verges have not been cut.
Cllr Hodgkinson agreed, but felt that speed might not be the only factor.  Councillors could compile a list of other concerns and submit these to Highways via himself – with Andrew’s petition – and ask them for recommendations for safety improvements.
Defibrillator: Martin Nicholas reported that the new defibrillator is in place, which should be good for the next ten years.  There are two sets of pads and Cllr Kimpton will ask the Village Hall Committee if these can be stored in the hall.  A new training session will be organised, which should not involve any cost, but this will be confirmed.  Martin and Yvonne were thanked for their work on this.

	8. 
	Attendance recorded as Parish Councillors Paula Marchant, Mike Sibthorpe, Amanda Kimpton, Owen Rhys and Mandy Pearce, County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson and seven members of the public

	9. 
	Highways Report
Cllr Pearce will compile the list referred to in item 7 above and submit it to Anne Johns (Highways Manager) and Cllr Hodgkinson.  She also raised the issue of civic pride and the tourist signs that are blocked by vegetation.  Cllr Hodgkinson mentioned that £100,000 has been allocated for the programmed cleaning of signs in Gloucestershire.

	10. 
	Tree Report
Cllr Sibthorpe had received the inspection report from MPL Tree Consultancy.  There were recommendations for minor works to trees on the allotments, which Cllr Kimpton will take forward.  The sycamore on the green requires work on one limb, but the tree is neither the property nor the responsibility of the Parish Council: it is Highways’.  Cllr Hodgkinson recommended that the report is sent to Anne Johns for her response.  The next tree report will be due in five years’ time.

	11. 
	Finance Report
(a) Council approved the following payments:
		Defibrillator: £1,824
		Vets scheme: £120
		Tree survey: £390
		Helen Roberts: £75
		Thomas Fox: £949.24
(b) Council reconciled and signed the bank statements (as circulated).
(c) Council reviewed expenditure against budget and confirmed this was looking good.
(d) Defibrillator: Cllr Marchant suggested that new pads and batteries were obtained as and when required, rather than allowing a lump sum, but as the figures were unknown, this point will be carried forward to the next meeting.
(e) Cllr Marchant proposed increasing the payment for the Minutes Clerk by 10% per session.  This was approved, taking effect for the next meeting in November.

	12. 
	Allotment Report
Cllr Kimpton reported that all plots remained let, with one person on the waiting list.  New tenancy agreements will go out on 1st October, at the agreed new rate of £21 p/a.  Next year, the rate will be £23 p/a.  Water is currently a big issue as everything is very dry.

	13. 
	Planning
Council had no comment on the following application:
Erection of outbuilding Chapel Lane Cold Aston Cheltenham Gloucestershire GL54 3BJ
Ref. No: 25/02021/FUL
Cllr Marchant will indicate support on the portal for the following application:
Installation of new powder coated metal fencing Cold Aston C of E Primary School Cold Aston Cheltenham Gloucestershire GL54 3BN
Ref. No: 25/01933/FUL

	14. 
	SSE
Mark Taber was not present at the meeting, but had provided a draft letter addressed to SSE asking for infrastructure improvements to reduce outages.  The Parish Council didn't think it appropriate to sign the letter, but is prepared to complete a supplementary letter of support to go with his letter and one from the school.

	15. 
	Verge Cutting
Thomas Fox was confirmed as the firm that will cut the verges in 2026.  Cllr Marchant will ask Diana Ray if she would like the wildflower verges included in the end of season cut – or alternatively if she plans to strim them/have a volunteer work party to tidy them.  Tom Hayman-Joyce queried whether Thomas Fox edged the pathways and Cllr Marchant will ask them to do so at the end of the season.

	16. 
	Date of next meeting confirmed as 13th November 2025

	17. 
	Meeting closed at 7.33 pm



