COLD ASTON PARISH COUNCIL
Draft minutes for meeting held on
12th February 2026 at 6.45 pm
In the Village Hall, Cold Aston
https://coldastonab.wordpress.com
	
	

	
	Attendance recorded as Parish Councillors Paula Marchant, Mike Sibthorpe, Amanda Kimpton and Owen Rhys, County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson, Cotswold District Councillor Len Wilkins and seven members of the public

	1. 
	Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor Mandy Pearce

	2. 
	A declaration of interest for item 19 on the agenda was received from Cllr Rhys (shed and greenhouse at Church Cottage)

	3. 
	Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting held on 13th November 2025 were approved and signed by Council

	4. 
	Matters arising from minutes:
Tree survey: see item 9.

	5. 
	Verbal report was invited from Cotswold District Councillor Len Wilkins
Local Government Reorganisation: CDC has already appointed some new people to take over certain areas of the new organisation.
Local Plan: Government has taken away CDC’s right of veto of local sites.  They have said that 1,000 new houses must be built per year, whereas CDC only wanted 300.  He was hopeful that CDC would have more control over numbers next year.  Cold Aston should be protected from government development plans.
Waste Management: £6 million has been spent on fleet replacement of waste collection vehicles, including one electric vehicle and the use of hydro-electric fuel.
Car Parks: Prices will stay the same for 1 hour’s parking.  From April, the Rissington Road car park in Bourton will have 1-hour free parking between 9.00 and 10.00 am.
Planning Enforcement: There are 683 enforcement actions outstanding as most of the team have gone and priority is given to Listed buildings.  There is currently only one interim offer, with another joining soon.
Glass Jar (Gloucestershire Against Scams Joint Agency Response): A new website has been launched by GCC where residents can find information and report suspected scams: https://cfeu.org.uk/glassjar/

	6. 
	Verbal report was invited from County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson
(a) Local Government Reorganisation – Parish Council should have received an email asking for feedback on the three options for a new unitary council in Gloucestershire.  Gloucestershire County Council, Cotswold District Council and Cllr Hodgkinson all favour one unitary council.  The consultation is open for six weeks and individuals are encouraged to respond with their views.  The Government will make its decision next summer.  
(b) Budgets: These will be set next week for the following twelve months.  Government grant is £30 million less than expected, so some planned expenditure has had to be cut.  An extra 25% has been allocated for road maintenance and an additional £2 million to lower speed limits.  The speed limit on the A436 will be reduced from 60 mph to 50 mph next year, which has sparked some negative Facebook feedback.
(c) Roads: The road to Northleach is pretty awful.  If potholes have been inspected and repairs are completed within the time allocated, claims for punctures do not work.  He will go back to Anne Johns to stress the urgent need for repairs.  Parish Council will send an email to Anne Johns at Highways (copying in Paul Hodgkinson) and parishioners can report the issues on FixMyStreet.
(d) Local Hospitals: He is concerned that the NHS is temporarily taking some services away from Cirencester Hospital.  In the past, some of these temporary arrangements have become permanent.

	7. 
	Public participation was invited
(a) A parishioner had put in an application for extensions to her property – one at the back and one on the gable end.  This would provide improved access to the kitchen and bathroom, plus a bedroom, which is essential due to various health issues.  The first application was rejected due to its size and an appeal to the Planning Inspectorate was rejected.  The new application has been scaled down and should not affect light to the neighbour’s property.  The house also needs serious renovation: central heating, chimney repairs, remediation of rain ingress etc.  A storage container is needed to keep furniture dry and clear space during any works.
(b) A parishioner raised the subject of missing signage on the A436 for farm traffic warning and footpath.  This has not been resolved for four years.  Cllr Hodgkinson had been told by Highways that a sign was in place, but it was confirmed to him that this was correct only heading to Bourton; there needs to be another one coming from Bourton.  The correct location for this sign has already been approved and Cllr Hodgkinson will follow this up. A footpath sign is also needed.

	8. 
	Highways Report
Cllr Rhys read Cllr Pearce’s report.  Highways had visited the potholed area of the Northleach road and concluded that after inspection, it was unlikely that the road meets the criteria for repair.  It has deteriorated still more since that inspection.  The best that is being offered is minor patching, but this had not been scheduled.  Some parishioners have threatened to withhold some of their Council Tax until action taken, but Cllr Pearce does not sanction this.  Cllr Hodgkinson is lobbying for extra funds.  Cllr Marchant will ask a parishioner for two cones to mark the area concerned.

	9. 
	Tree Report
Cllr Sibthorpe confirmed that he was still awaiting the commencement of works to the sycamore on the green promised by Anne Johns.  A diary note will be made and if progress has not been made by the end of March 2026, he will let Cllr Hodgkinson know.


	10. 
	Allotment Report
All plots are still let.  A request had been received to consider a new 8 x 5 ft shed on allotment 2B where the old greenhouse was.  Councillors gave their approval.


	11. 
	Finance Report
(a) Council approved the following payments:
		Helen Roberts: £82.50
		Stationery: £41.27
(b) Council reconciled the bank statements (as circulated).
(c) Cllr Kimpton was approved to sign the bank reconciliation.
(d) Cllr Kimpton approved the VAT return.
(e) There were no direct debits.
(f) Council reviewed expenditure against budget.

	12. 	
	Approve using Parish Online Support for our .Gov website (as recommended by
GATPC). Decide whether to use just the website service £260 or the full website service
£350, including 20 email addresses
Council decided to go for the full website service, at an annual cost of £350 plus VAT.  Included within this cost will be the migration of information from the existing website to the new .Gov website.  This sum had not been budgeted, but will be included for next year.

	13. 
	Asset Register
This was amended to remove the second noticeboard and the two old benches now relocated to the allotments.  The register was then signed.

	14. 
	Consider using reserves to purchase 2 benches for placement along the bulb lawn at a cost of £807.50 for the benches but there will be a further cost of putting them in place
Following the request for new benches, it was agreed to authorise one for now – to be located by the Forest School Gate.  Councillor Marchant will speak to Nature Nurture about this.

	15. 
	Litter Pick
Cllr Kimpton reported that this was historically under taken by the beginning of April, previously organised by Mark Zyles.  Following Mark’s departure from the village, a volunteer was sought to organise this.  Martin Nicholas volunteered.

	16. 
	Planning
Single storey extension 8 Notgrove Road - Ref. No: 26/00146/FUL (see item 7): Council agreed to support this application and will include that it is essential for the property owner’s health.

	17. 
	Sign and approve IT Policy and Internal Controls and Governance Policy.  Approve Risk
Assessment Policy and Data Protection Policy
These documents had been read and approved.  Council decided to change 13.4 of the Data Protection Policy  to add the words “namely external communications and on the website”  after for the purposes of Council business, 

	18. 
	To review parishioner request for new litter bin, possibly opposite the allotments.
Cllr Marchant will speak to CDC about this, but it is possible that they may not agree to empty another public bin in the village.
To consider parishioner request for a salt bin in the village in the winter months
Locations, types and aesthetics of salt bins were discussed.  Cllr Wilkins said that a lidded “bunker” could be applied for.  Options will be researched for the next meeting

	19. 
	To consider request from Church Cottage for larger replacement shed in their garden and new green house also in the garden.  Plan attached
The property owner explained that she wanted to pull down the existing, dilapidated garden shed and replace it with a slightly larger shed (4 x 2.5 metres), and also erect a very small greenhouse nearer the house.  There is a covenant owned by the Parish Council over Church Cottage, so permission needs to be obtained for any new structures in the garden.  Cllr Marchant said that the Council needed to take legal advice and obtain a valuation of the covenant before a decision could be made as it was important to deal with this request correctly.  It was agreed that the owner would consider whether she was prepared to pay for the Council’s legal advice and report back to them.

	20. 
	To approve GAPTC as our internal auditor for the year 2025/26
Approved.

	21. 
	Thames water posts
2 x 1-metre-high posts had been erected in the village: one on the green, one on the Notgrove road.  The village green post is very ugly and potentially dangerous.  It was not known what they were for (Cllr Kimpton thought they were pressure releasing valves) and the Council had not been asked for permission.  Cllr Sibthorpe had spoken to Cllr Hodgkinson and agreed to send him an email with photos.

	22. 
	Dates of next meetings confirmed as 14th May and 13th August 2026

	23. 
	Meeting closed at 7.42 pm



