COLD ASTON PARISH COUNCIL
Second Draft minutes for Annual Meeting held on
15th May 2025 at 6.45 pm
In the Village Hall, Cold Aston
https://coldastonab.wordpress.com

	
	Attendance recorded as Parish Councillors Paula Marchant, Owen Rhys, Mandy Pearce and Amanda Kimpton, County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson and two members of the public

	1. 
	Cllr Rhys nominated Cllr Marchant as Chair for 2025/26, seconded by Cllr Pearce.  Acceptance of Office Form was signed.

	2. 
	Cllr Marchant nominated Cllr Sibthorpe as Vice Chair for 2025/26, seconded by Cllr Kimpton.  Cllr Sibthorpe will be invited to sign Acceptance of Office Form at the next meeting and Cllr Kimpton agreed to be Vice Chair in his absence.

	3. 
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Sibthorpe and Cotswold District Councillor Len Wilkins

	4. 
	There were no declarations of interest

	5. 
	Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting held on 13th February 2025 were approved and signed by Council

	6. 
	Cllr Rhys presented the Update Report provided by Cotswold District Councillor Len Wilkins
(a) As mentioned by Cllr Hodgkinson, CDC will be abolished by April 2028.
(b) CDC are getting rid of Publica (the outsourcing company used by CDC and other Councils for certain services) at a net cost of £415,000.  Some staff will be taken on, but there will also be redundances.
(c) CDC will be imposing an additional 100% second home council tax premium in 2025/26
(d) Planning: Any concerns should be raised quickly.
(e) Planning Enforcement: Additional staff have been recruited, who are working to reduce the current backlog of cases.
(f) Fly tipping continues to be a big problem and everyone is encouraged to be vigilant, note number plates and report to contracts@publicagroup.co.uk
(g) Budget: Forecast shows a gap of £1.6 million this year and c £5 million next year.  To reduce this, council tax and parking fees will increase and savings will be found.
(h) The Robin bus service is going strong, mainly carrying people to the nearest transport hub.
(i) Cllr Wilkins thanked the Parish Council for sharing information.

	7. 
	Verbal report was invited from County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson
The recent Gloucestershire County Council elections resulted in a big political change: the Lib Debs were only one seat short of a majority and will come to an arrangement to take control.  Cllr Hodgkinson is hoping for a Cabinet role.  Roads and road safety will be one of the priorities.
Local Government Reorganisation: As mentioned at the 13th February meeting, reports will be produced this summer on the two or three different options under discussion, followed by a public consultation.
Roads: The A429 resurfacing has been paused for a few days, but is due to restart on Monday.  The A436 trees are now all down and fire risk concerns raised are down to the landowner.  There is improved new signage on the Fosseway, with more programmed locally – e.g. Northleach roundabout.
Ambulance Response Times: South-West Ambulance Service has a big recruitment drive for first responders.  This is a voluntary role but full training and use of a vehicle is provided.

	8. 
	Public participation was invited
Following recent SSE outages, Mark Taber (not present at meeting) requested Council to sign a letter asking for infrastructure improvements.  It was agreed that he should provide a draft letter for consideration at least two weeks before the next meeting.

	9. 
	Lead Councillors’ responsibilities were confirmed as follows:
Highways: Cllr Pearce, Allotments: Cllr Kimpton, Finance: Cllr Marchant, Trees: Cllr Sibthorpe, Village Plan: Cllr Rhys

	10. 
	Council reviewed and approved the Council’s Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct

	11. 
	Highways Report
See attached report provided by Cllr Pearce.

	12. 
	Allotment Report
Cllr Kimpton reported that all plots remained let and two people were on the waiting list.  The water pump has been replaced at a cost of c £16 (she will provide the bill).  Paul Kimpton was thanked for cutting the grass.

	13. 
	Tree Report
Cllr Sibthorpe had obtained a quote of around £395 for a tree survey and it was agreed to book the tree surgeon to look at the trees on the allotments, plus the sycamore.

	14. 
	Finance and AGAR
(a) Council approved the bank statement (as circulated).
(b) Council approved the bank reconciliation balance.
(c) Council approved the following payments:
   Clear Insurance £563.27
   Thomas Fox £1,523.71
   GAPTC membership £80.57
   H Roberts £125
   GAPTC audit £210
(d) Council confirmed it wishes to certify itself as exempt from limited assurance review under section 9 of the Local Audit Regulations
(e) The Annual Governance Statement for 2024-25 was approved and signed.
(f) The year end accounts for 2024-25 were approved.
(g) The Council’s asset register was approved, with the addition of £2 for the benches.
(h) The Council’s annual insurance renewal was approved.

	15. 
	Planning
Council had no comments on the following applications:
8 Notgrove Road Cold Aston Cheltenham Gloucestershire GL54 3BP
Ref. No: 25/00500/FUL
Hathaway House Cold Aston Cheltenham Gloucestershire GL54 3BW
Ref. No: 25/01392/TCONR
Manor Farm Cold Aston Cheltenham Gloucestershire GL54 3BN
Ref. No: 25/00499/LBC

	16. 
	Maintenance of Assets
Heartbeat Trust had suggested the purchase of a replacement defibrillator by November and Council is holding sufficient funds.  Council approved this, but will speak to Martin and Yvonne Nicholas who look after the defibrillator.  GAPTC had mentioned that a grant may be available.  Also, it may be possible to donate the old defibrillator to a Third World charity.

	17. 
	Update re Neighbourhood Plans
Cllrs Rhys and Kimpton had attended a meeting at Gloucestershire Rural Community Council and Cllr Rhys reported that drawing up a Neighbourhood Development Plan is a very expensive exercise (c £20,000) as it involves getting consultants in, thorough canvassing, identifying areas suitable for new housing and legal ratification by County Council.  A Parish Plan is considerably cheaper, though not legally binding, and it was agreed to locate and review the previous version.

	18. 
	Audit Report received from GAPTC will go onto the website
Issues Arising: The audit raised the point that there is no formal parish clerk, but Cllr Marchant has checked with GAPTC - who have confirmed it is not compulsory.  The Council discussed the issue and agreed given that we do have a clerk for minutes and given our size, we would stay with our current format. The extra duties of a clerk are spread between all councillors..  Contrary to the report, three quotes were obtained for the mowing.  There is a small discretionary sum available to be spent every year – e.g. on sponsoring the school – and Cllr Marchant will obtain further details.
Training: The Clerk for Upper Rissington can give two hours’ free training - e.g. on agendas and minutes, new councillors etc.  It was agreed that this should be taken up (to include the minute-taker) and would help identify possible conflicts of interest where councillors are performing part of a clerk’s role.

	19. 
	Dates of next meetings confirmed as 14th August 2025, 13th or 20th November 2025 and 12th February 2026

	20. 
	Meeting closed at 7.45 pm



