COLD ASTON PARISH COUNCIL
Third draft minutes for meeting held on
28th November 2024 at 6.45 pm
In the Village Hall, Cold Aston
https://coldastonab.wordpress.com
	1. 
	Apologies for absence had been received from Paul Trevayne

	2. 
	There were Declarations of Interest from Cllr Kimpton for item 16 on the agenda (structure on Bang Up Lane) and Cllr Pearce for item 14 (tree work at Elm Barn)

	3. 
	Draft Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting held 15th August 2024 were approved and signed by Council – with one amendment to item 16, which should read “Cllr Kimpton agreed to be the Village Hall Trustee committee member”

	4. 
	Matters arising from minutes:
Cllr Kimpton reported that the school were very happy to accept the gift of the existing noticeboard in the playground.

	5. 
	Verbal Report was invited from Cotswold District Councillor Len Wilkins
The new waste collection arrangements have not given rise to too many complaints, but residents should email if they encounter any problems.
Parish Councils are being encouraged by the government to draw up a Community Emergency Plan (for emergencies such as flooding, power cuts etc).  See gov.uk\prepare for details.
Planning: CDC now has a review panel, which has 28 days to act on objections to new applications.
Neighbourhood Plan: There is now information available on gov.uk.  If adopted, this would set out what development Cold Aston would support and where.
Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown MP is holding a public meeting in Moreton-in-Marsh on 6th December on the subjects of flooding and river pollution.
Batteries removed from waste must put in a separate bag in a black recycling box as they can cause fires in collection lorries.

	6. 
	Verbal report was invited from County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson
Highways: Potholes and non-emergency issues should be reported online on FixMyStreet Gloucestershire.  For emergencies (flooding, fallen trees etc), call free on 08000-514514.
Health: Ambulance response target time for Category 2 call-outs is 18 minutes; in the Cotswolds, it is 67 minutes.  (Residents were reminded that the voluntary emergency response team with defibrillator training can be contacted on 01451-612012).  Only one-third of Gloucestershire residents can access an NHS dentist.
A417 Missing Link is on schedule to open in January/February 2027
A new White Paper on the restructuring of local government could see our two-tier authority (Gloucestershire County Council and Cotswold District Council) under threat as unitary authorities are perceived to save money and be simpler to run.

	7. 
	Public participation was invited
Mobile Home in Field: It is believed that planning consent will be applied for, but none has yet been received at CDC.  Cllrs Hodgkinson and Wilkins confirmed that while CDC are aware of the situation, “a reasonable time” has be allowed for an application to be submitted before any enforcement steps can be taken.  Cllr Hodgkinson will forward Cllr Wilkins an email he has received about this.  The question of the ancient wall that was taken down and any future attempt to connect to services will also be subject to planning scrutiny.
Bang Up Lane Road Surface: This has deteriorated since Cllr Kimpton showed a Highways Officer various road issues back in March.  The Officer reported that there were insufficient people living down that road to make repairs worthwhile; this also applied to potholes and flooding issues.  The new Highways Officer has been invited to look at the problems and will do so after Christmas.

	8. 
	Attendance recorded as Parish Councillors Paula Marchant, Mike Sibthorpe, Amanda Kimpton and Mandy Pearce, Cotswold District Councillor Len Wilkins, County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson and twenty-three members of the public

	9. 
	Co-option Candidates
The PC is still looking for a fifth Councillor

	10. 
	Highways Report
John Palfrey had received a response from Anne Johns at Gloucestershire Highways regarding the missing signs for “Tractors Turning” and “Footpath”, which indicated that the process would need to be started from scratch and that the work may be completed this financial year.  Cllr Hodgkinson advised Cllr Pearce that Anne Johns needs to speak to Dan Tiffney, who is aware of the history of this issue.  Andrew Bullock had taken the sign down as it was blocking his view and could lead to accidents; Cllr Pearce will ensure that he is involved in deciding the location for the signs. 
Cllr Pearce continues to press the issues of potholes, verges and passing places down the Northleach road and will raise these again after Christmas.  School signs for both ends of the village are in forward planning, as is the junction onto the Fosseway and she will report on any progress.  Two teams are out doing Find and Fix work locally and Cllr Pearce informed them that the Northleach road was in a terrible condition.
Leaves on Road: Smiths of Gloucester could come out to sweep the build-up of wet, decomposing leaves on the road at a cost to the village of £220 (a minimum of 4 hours would be required, including travel time), plus £275 if they disposed of the waste.  However, Andrew Bullock would be happy to take this waste onto his land.  It was agreed to spend £200 on leaf clearance.

	11. 
	Allotment Report
Cllr Kimpton reported:
(a) A request had been made for a small shed on allotment 7.  There were no objections.
(b) The plan had been signed and returned to the solicitors in order to register the allotments at the Land Registry.
(c) At a meeting of eight allotment holders in September, it was agreed that a broken water pump would be reviewed in the spring.  Tenants of untended plots had been spoken to directly and asked to keep them in accordance with allotment policy.  All allotment holders have been informed in writing of the two agreed rent increases in 2025 and 2026.  The entrance gate on the Notgrove road is rotting and will be looked at next year.  All plots are full and there have been three changes of tenant.  All agreements and invoices had been sent out and paid for this year.
(d) It was agreed to re-ratify the existing allotment policy for a further three years.  

	12. 
	Tree Report
Cllr Sibthorpe thanked Andrew Bullock for clearing fallen trees and leaves following the storm.  He felt it prudent to arrange another tree report (the last one is dated 2020).  MPL Tree Consultancy had quoted £375 and they were the cheapest last time.  It was agreed to action this work with MPL.  Some trees with ash dieback had been identified down Bang Up Lane, but no works have been notified as yet.

	13. 
	Finance
(a) Council approved Payments list and signed invoices and cheques at the end of the meeting:
	  Thomas Fox £463.06
	  Chris Boosey £96.99
	  Andrew Bullock £907.20
	  Helen Roberts £75
(b) The budget for 2025/26 was approved.  It was proposed not to change the precept of £5,000 for 2025/26 as costs have halved since the departure of the Parish Clerk.  This was approved.
(c) The bank statements were reconciled.

	14. 
	Planning
Grove Farm House Cold Aston Cheltenham Gloucestershire GL54 3BJ
Ref. No: 24/03270/COMPLY Ref. No: 24/03266/COMPLY
The Leasows Cold Aston Cheltenham Gloucestershire GL54 3BN
Ref. No: 24/03306/TPO Ref. No: 24/03237/TCONR Ref. No: 24/03251/TCONR Tree work
Elm Barn Cold Aston Cheltenham Gloucestershire GL54 3BJ
Ref. No: 24/03353/TCONR  Tree work
The Firs Cold Aston Cheltenham Gloucestershire GL54 3BN
Ref. No: 24/03352/TCON Tree work
There were no comments on these projects and all the tree works have already been approved.  There is also a recent application for tree works at Medlar Bank.

	15. 
	Updates on Improvements to Assets
Noticeboard: This now looks fantastic – thanks to Cllr Pearce and to Chris for painting it.  The board is kept locked and all Councillors have a key.  Usage will be confined to any village businesses and info for other local charity events and Cllr Kimpton will ensure that it is kept up to date.
Benches for Outside Village Hall: These will be ordered in the spring/Black Friday sales.  A budget of up to £1,500 was agreed 

	16. 
	Update on Structure at Bang Up Lane
The well-attended meeting was unhappy with this structure and that due process has not been followed.

	17. 
	School Advice re Proposed Fencing
Rachel Oliver (Trust Business Manager) and Allie Rawlings (new head teacher) passed round some photos and will circulate a PDF.  They are submitting a CIF bid for fencing to safeguard pupils.  If successful, consultants will apply for planning permission to erect railings and gates up to 2m high inside the stone wall at the perimeter.  This scheme has been carried out at schools in Ebrington and Longborough.  The colour will probably be Cotswold green to match the benches in the corner.  The existing wrought iron gate would be moved to an inner area if it could not be incorporated into the new gate.  A decision is expected in April and work would be scheduled for July/August – but noting that the village fete is on the first Saturday in August.

	18. 
	Church Cottage Advice re Moving Oil Tank
The existing tank is in poor condition and up against the house.  The location of the new tank will be in the back corner of the garden and it will also be lower.  This was noted.

	19. 
	Date of next meeting confirmed as 13th February 2025

	20. 
	Meeting closed at 8.05 pm



