COLD ASTON PARISH COUNCIL
Draft minutes for meeting held on
14th May 2026 at 6.45 pm
In the Village Hall, Cold Aston
https://coldastonparishcouncil.gov.uk

	
	

	
	Attendance recorded as Parish Councillors Paula Marchant, Mike Sibthorpe, Amanda Kimpton and Mandy Pearce, County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson, Cotswold District Councillor Len Wilkins and fifteen members of the public

	1. 
	Cllr Sibthorpe nominated Cllr Marchant as Chair for 2026/27, seconded by Cllr Pearce.  Acceptance of Office Form was signed.

	2. 
	Cllr Marchant nominated Cllr Sibthorpe as Vice Chair for 2026/27, seconded by Cllr Kimpton .  Acceptance of Office Form was signed.

	3. 
	Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor Owen Rhys 

	4. 
	A declaration of interest for item 16 on the agenda was received from Cllr Rhys (workshop and greenhouse at Church Cottage)

	5. 
	Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting held on 12th February 2026 were approved and signed by Council

	6. 
	Verbal report was invited from Cotswold District Councillor Len Wilkins
Staffing: CDC have put in place a strategy to retain staff, who are naturally worried about job security due to the impending local government reorganisation.
Planning: CDC’s objections regarding an appeal for a proposed development to the east of Moreton-in-Marsh were not supported – which he believes sends a worrying message.
Local Government Reorganisation: A decision is expected by 17th July, but CDC, in preparation, has effectively set up a unitary authority in the interim and recruited a portfolio manager.  Names and electoral arrangements will need to be decided.  There are worries about building on the AONB, new house targets and what role parish councils will have.  CDC wants to join the West of England Combined Authority (one of the possible foundation strategic authorities on top of the new unitary authority), but central government is suggesting they join Warwickshire and other counties to the north.

	7. 
	Verbal report was invited from County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson
(a) Local Government Reorganisation – Government is expected to make a decision in the next four weeks on which of the three unitary proposals will be adopted.
(b) Questions: There were none raised and Cllr Hodgkinson had to leave for another parish meeting – although he had given input on various points before this meeting officially began.

	8. 
	Public participation was invited
A parishioner said that a beech tree at the end of Bang Up Lane on the footpath had very low branches when it was wet.  Cllr Sibthorpe said that he would look at this with her and follow up as necessary with Cllr Hodgkinson when dealing with the sycamore tree.  Cllr Pearce said that there was also an issue of low branches outside the village hall, which are likely to interfere with mowing.

	9. 
	Lead Councillors’ responsibilities were confirmed as follows:
Highways: Cllr Pearce, Allotments: Cllr Kimpton, Finance: Cllr Marchant, Trees: Cllr Sibthorpe, Village Plan: Cllr Rhys

	10. 
	Council reviewed and approved the Council’s Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Code of Conduct, IT Policy, Internal Controls and Governance Policy, Risk Assessment Policy and Data Protection Policy

	11. 
	Highways Report
Cllr Pearce reported that she has been liaising a lot with Cllr Hodgkinson as she has made no progress with Highways in Cirencester.  Cllr Hodgkinson has allocated £10,000 of his own budget to clean, repair and replace some of the road signs, but a date for this has yet to be scheduled.  The big sign at the Northleach roundabout was surveyed 18 months ago but apparently a contractor cannot be found to replace it.  Gloucestershire is the second worst County Council for paying compensation for vehicles damaged by potholes.  Cllr Pearce is very frustrated by the lack of progress with the village potholes but will continue to pursue repairs.
Litter Bin: Cllr Marchant mentioned that at the last meeting, consideration was being given to having a litter bin on the bulb lawn near the poo bin opposite the allotments.  She agreed to complete the necessary form, giving supporting background information for this request.  Increased numbers of walkers when the pub reopens are likely to add to the litter already jettisoned by passing traffic.
Road Salt Storage: Following research after the last meeting, Cllr Marchant had concluded that a lidded storage container might possibly be conveniently located behind the village hall wall.  Andrew Bullock was happy to deliver to it the salt that the Council had dropped off with him.  This proposal would be put to the village hall committee before August.

	12. 
	Allotment Report
Cllr Kimpton reported that all plots are let.  An enquiry had been received from the school as to whether a small wildlife pond might be allowed on their allotment.  It was decided that the school should be asked to provide a more detailed proposal and that health and safety, maintenance etc would have to be considered before a decision could be made.

	13. 
	Tree Report
Cllr Sibthorpe said that he had discussed with Cllr Hodgkinson the outstanding works to the sycamore on the green and would wait one more week for a response to his latest email before chasing Anne Johns at Highways once more.

	14. 
	Finance and AGAR
(a) Council approved the bank statement (as circulated).
(b) Council approved the bank reconciliation balance.
(c) Council approved the following payments:
National Allotment Society £84
GALC £100
Audit £170
Parish Online £300
Thomas Fox £746.46
Land Registry £14
Helen Roberts £137.50
(d) Council confirmed it wishes to certify itself as exempt from limited assurance review under section 9 of the Local Audit Regulations
(e) The Annual Governance Statement for 2025-26 was approved and signed by Cllr Sibthorpe and Cllr Kimpton.
(f) The year end accounts for 2025-26 were approved – with £2,000 surplus.
(g) The Council’s asset register was approved and signed.
(h) The Council’s annual insurance renewal with Clearwater was approved.

	15. 	
	The launch of the new website Coldastonparishcouncil.gov.uk was approved to go live immediately following the meeting.  All documents will be found there, plus new dot gov email addresses for each of the Councillors.  A request will be put out for a parishioner with gmail expertise to advise on how the previous Clerk’s account can be preserved/archived.

	16. 
	Update on request for the PC to approve the building of a workshop and greenhouse in the garden of Church Cottage within the Covenant held by the PC over this land
At the meeting held on 12th February 2026, the PC advised the owners of Church Cottage that the PC will need to get a legal opinion and that the owners of Church Cottage would have to pay for the PC’s legal fees.  The PC has now had verbal soundings, at no cost, and now know the extent of the covenant and the consequences of a challenge.  The PC are minded to approve the works, but because of the history of Church Cottage, feel that parishioners should be given until 30th June to submit any objections to the PC in writing before any binding commitment is made.  Minutes of this meeting will be published on the village website and noticeboard, so all interested parties should be aware of this opportunity for comment.

	17. 
	Parishioners’ letters/emails re chicken sheds on 9 Acres
Andrew Bullock reported that CDC have asked him to apply for planning permission, despite there being many similar units locally without permission.  He is seeking advice and if it is confirmed he does need planning permission he will put in an application. He has 5 weeks to respond to the planning department.  The caravan was there to provide shelter to the builders and has been gone over a month. There are no more sheds to put up.

	18. 
	Audit Report received from GAPTC – to consider matters arising
GAPTC felt that some documents could be phrased more accurately but its main action was that the PC review the Clerk situation – when pushed for a reason the only problem they raised was a possible conflict of interest with the Chair being the RFO (responsible finance officer).  The PC felt that the risk is acceptable they have a strong internal controls and governance policy in place for all payments. In addition the accounts prepared by the are signed off by the vice chair and one appointed councillor.  Given the level of activity and size of the annual budget this was felt to be a proportionate way to operate. It was also pointed out that more than 50% of the precept paid for the Clerk previously, which was a waste of public money as it did not add anything.

	19. 
	Update re Thames Water posts
Cllr Sibthorpe had written to Cllr Hodgkinson’s contact to say that the PC had not been asked for approval for the installation of these posts.  CDC’s response was that they owned the village greens and thus it was not the PC’s concern.  Paperwork dating back to 2013 shows that while Highways owns the land, it was claimed as village green and has prescribed rights.  Copies of the 2013 form had been sent to CDC, underlining that consent should have been sought.  Cllr Hodgkinson suggested that Cllr Sibthorpe waited another week before chasing a response.   There were concerns about the aesthetics and health and safety issues with the posts.

	20. 
	Planning
26/00840/FUL Erection of single storey extension, attic conversion at Chestnut Cottage.  Council agreed to support this application.
26/01333/LBC Refurbishment of barn and stable block with associated works to create ancillary accommodation at Grove Farm House.  Council is neutral on this application.

	21. 
	Dates of next meetings confirmed as 27th August and 19th November 2026 

	22. 
	Meeting closed at 7.35 pm



