COLD ASTON PARISH COUNCIL
coldastonparishcouncil.gov.uk

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT  will be
Held at the Village Hall, Cold Aston
On Thursday 14th May at 7.30 pm


Cllr. Paula Marchant
Chairman of Cold Aston Parish Council



AGENDA

1. Welcome Statement by Chair of the Council
2. Attendance recorded
3. Apologies absence received to be recorded
4. Approve minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on 15th May 2025
5. Annual Review of the Year:
· County Councillor
· District Councillor
· Cold Aston Parish Council
· Report from Fuel Charity administered by the Parish Council
6. Open Forum for Public Questions





COLD ASTON PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY
Draft minutes for meeting held on
15th May 2025 at 7.45pm
In the Village Hall, Cold Aston
https://coldastonab.wordpress.com
	1. 
	Cllr Marchant welcomed everyone to the meeting

	2. 
	Attendance recorded as Parish Councillors Paula Marchant, Owen Rhys, Amanda Kimpton and Mandy Pearce and two members of the public

	3. 
	Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Mike Sibthorpe, Cotswold District Councillor Len Wilkins and County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson

	4. 
	Council approved minutes of previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 16th May 2024

	5. 
	Annual Review of the Year:
· County Councillor: n/a
· District Councillor: n/a
· Cold Aston Parish Council: The following report from the Chair of the Parish Council on its activities over the last year was read out:

General
We have followed the plan set out in 2024 of reducing our meetings to four a year
and managing with a clerk purely for the general administration around each
meeting. We have been very lucky to have Helen Roberts to carry out this role for
us and hope she will continue to do so during the current year.
All other duties continue to be carried out by the Councillors.

Finances and Precept
As a consequence of the above our day to day running costs have reduced
substantially, albeit we have also taken on the costs of maintaining the defibrillator in
our phone box. It has been recommended nonetheless that we don’t assume we
can continue without a clerk indefinitely and as such we have kept the precept at its
current level for the next year. This is the second year running there has been no
increase in our precept.
GAPTC has carried out an audit of the Council and this can be seen on our website.

Planning
We have commented on a number of planning applications during the year.
We are looking at updating our village plan in 2025 and with this in mind Cllr
Kimpton and Owen Rhys attended a Gloucestershire Rural Community Council meeting for advice.

Highways
Councillor Pearce has been assiduous in her contact with highways regarding road
improvements in particular to the Northleach Road following the increase in traffic
caused by the problems on the A436 in December.
Lack of funding unfortunately means we are unlikely to see any repairs on Bang-up
Lane or extra passing places on the Notgrove Road.
We have also provided feedback to the proposed traffic calming measure at the
junction of the A436 and A429. The proposal is still on our notice board.
Approval has been given for one extra school sign on the verge by Aston Lodge.
The existing school sign will be replaced.

Allotments
All the allotments have been let for this year. We raised the price to £18 per annum
before insurance and this will increase to £21 per annum in October 2025.
We ratified the existing allotment policy for a further three years.

Village Assets
We are still waiting for confirmation that the allotment land has been registered at the
land registry.
We agreed to put some of our reserves towards updating our village assets.
Chris Boosey from Notgrove repainted the phone box for us.
Two new benches have been bought for the outside the village hall, the old benches
have been transferred to the allotments.
We gave the noticeboard in the school grounds to the school and have replaced the
remaining noticeboard outside the village hall.

Defibrillator
We have signed an annual scheme to pay for new pads and a 4 yearly battery
replacement. We have also added pads for children to the box. Whilst there is a cost
to maintaining this facility, it was called on (although not used) twice last year which
underlines the need for it in the village. Thanks to Yvonne and Martin Nicholas for
ensuring it is in good condition.

Verges
Thomas Fox have been contracted to maintain the verges in the centre of the village
again this year. We have decided that at the start of each cutting season we will
have the cuttings picked up as they are always heavier for the first couple of cuts.

For the seventh year we have continued to take responsibility for maintaining the
verges in and out of the village. They are cut later in the season than general
practice with a resulting significant increase in biodiversity. Thanks to Andrew
Bullock for enabling this. We also continue to support a few wildflower verges in the centre of the village.
· -Report from the Fuel Charity administered by the Parish Council: Cllr Kimpton explained that there is a fund to support village families in need over the winter period.  £600 in total had been shared between two families, who were very grateful.  If anyone has concerns about families in need, the Parish Council will discreetly follow these up.

	6. 
	Open Forum for Public Questions
Andrew Bullock congratulated the Parish Council for running village matters so well and thanked them very much for all their hard work.

	7. 
	Meeting closed at 7.55 pm







