COLD ASTON PARISH COUNCIL
Draft minutes for meeting held on
27th August 2026 at 6.45 pm
In the Village Hall, Cold Aston
https://coldastonparishcouncil.gov.uk

	
	

	
	Attendance recorded as Parish Councillors Paula Marchant, Mike Sibthorpe, Amanda Kimpton, Mandy Pearce and Owen Rhys, Cotswold District Councillor Len Wilkins and nine members of the public

	1. 
	Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson

	2. 
	A declaration of interest for items15 and 16 on the agenda was received from Cllr Rhys (workshop and greenhouse at Church Cottage)

	3. 
	Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting held on 14th May 2026
A parishioner pointed out that his concern regarding missing signage on the A436 raised with Councillor Hodgkinson had not been minuted and Cllr Marchant agreed to correct this.  Otherwise, the minutes were approved and signed by Council.

	4. 
	Matters arising from minutes
Road signs – see item 8.

	5. 
	Verbal report was invited from Cotswold District Councillor Len Wilkins
It has been a busy 3 months.
Local Government Reorganisation: There will be one unitary council for the whole county from May 2028 onwards, represented by 110 Councillors.  Elections will be held in May 2027 for 2 Councillors per each county unit.  Further details will follow in September via a joint statement from the existing Councils to say what is to happen locally.
New Local Plan: CDC is working on a new Local Plan to cover Government requirement for 18,000 new homes in the next 18 years.  There are no worries for Cold Aston.  Infrastructure generally is a problem.  The new Plan is available for comment on the CDC website (“Local Plan Public Discussion”).  Approval is expected in December.
By-elections: There have been 3 in the last 3 months. 
Planning enforcement: There are 684 outstanding complaints.
Recycling: A new bag for cardboard and paper will be introduced later this year, and soft plastics will also be collected from April 2027.

	6. 
	The following Update Report had been provided by County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson
(a) Local Govt Reorganisation - we now know that it will be a Gloucestershire Unitary Council from 1/4/28. All existing councils will cease to exist then. Your existing county and district councillors will remain in post until then but there will be new unitary councillors elected next May to oversee the transition to the new council.
(b) Roads - some of the money I allocated has been spent on improving signs along the A429 and more are to be replaced in the coming months. I asked again about Northleach road and it was in the schedule to be resurfaced at the worst point. Let me know if you want me to raise this again.
(c) Fire - despite rain in the forecast there still remains a very high fire risk. It will only take a small bonfire or BBQ to set something bigger off. One resident lost their life in the North Cotswolds recently as a result of lighting a bonfire. 
I'm meeting Anne Johns in 2 weeks' time so if you want me to press anything with her please shout!

	7. 
	Public participation was invited
None was received

	8. 
	Highways Report
Village Roadworks: Cllr Pearce reported that she has been emailing Thames Water regarding the ongoing work.  This is likely to take longer than originally planned – potentially up to the end of November.  She will confirm the date ASAP.  Thames Water have said that they will repair verges and potholes to a good standard.
Roads: Highways have confirmed that the bad patch on the Northleach road will be completely resurfaced, at a date to be scheduled.  They are following up the speed limit on the A436 with safety officers and Cllr Hodgkinson will also raise this in two weeks’ time.
Grit: Cllr Marchant will place an order.  Cllr Pearce brought up the proposal for lidded storage bins raised at the last meeting (see item 14 below).

	9. 
	Allotment Report
Cllr Kimpton reported that following a conversation with the school PTA, it has been agreed that a small, mobile wildlife pond would be allowed on their allotment.  She will shortly look at tenancy agreements for the year commencing 1st October.  These will incorporate the final pre-agreed rent rise.  The holder of the fruit net plot has given notice; it will need a lot of clearing before it can be re-let.  A quote would need to be obtained, but Council approved this work provided it costs less than £1,500 and all rubbish is taken away.  Andrew Bullock was thanked for his help with the water situation.

	10. 
	Tree Report
Cllr Sibthorpe said that he had still not had a response from CDC regarding the amber work recommended to the sycamore tree on the middle green.  It was agreed that he would forward the report to Cllr Wilkins, who will follow this up with the new tree officer.

	11. 
	Finance Report
(a) Council approved the bank statement (as circulated).
(b) Council approved the bank reconciliation balance.
(c) Council approved the following payments:
Thomas Fox £1,001.68
Helen Roberts £82.50
Clear Councils Insurance £578.94
Cllr Marchant also commented that mowing costs were substantially down due to the heatwave and that it was still planned to spend some of the reserves on a new bench.  A payment of £120 was due for the defibrillator. 
 Council approved the renewal of the arrangement with Lloyds Bank for the deposit of £20,000 for another twelve months once the current term expired.

	12. 	
	Update re new website
Residents were encouraged to look at the new website, which now has a lovely picture kindly provided by Tom Hayman-Joyce.

	13. 
	Follow up to new bin opposite the allotments
This has now arrived and is located roughly where the poo bin used to be (the Council had taken the poo bags away).

	14. 
	Follow up to suggestion of a bin for grit in the centre of the village
The Village Hall Committee had rejected the proposal to store a bin behind their wall and would prefer it to be on the verge.  It was suggested that lidded bins would be a good idea, as the grit in the open bins left by Highways is ineffective when wet.  Discussion followed regarding possible sites and logistics for these.  It was decided Councillor Pearce would discuss the issue with Highways and suggest we replace their bins with lidded ones, failing that we could site bin s we have purchased next to the existing Highways bins.  The cost would be approximately £300 per bin. The Council will request a delivery of salt, which will go to Aston Farm and Andrew Bullock has agreed to fill any bins we buy with this salt/grit.

	15. 
	Update on request from Church Cottage for a workshop and greenhouse in the garden land over which the PC holds a covenant.  Confirm exact location of the proposed buildings
No comments or objections had been received from the village.  Legal advice had not highlighted any concerns, so the PC gave permission for these two specified new buildings only.  The covenant remains in place and the lawyer will draw up the necessary paperwork.

	16. 
	Approve Cllrs Sibthorpe and Marchant as signatories for the Council for documents relating to the covenant at Church Cottage
A PC resolution is required (in accordance with PC standards): Cllr Kimpton proposed and Cllr Pearce seconded.  Cllrs Marchant and Sibthorpe were therefore authorised to sign a deed, subject to notification of the exact location of the new buildings.

	17. 
	Advice re tree works at Aston Knoll
Planning permission is not required, so this matter was just noted.

	18. 
	Planning
26/02020/FUL Erection of chicken sheds and associated buildings (retrospective)
There have been a few objections from residents (notified on the CDC website).  At the invitation of the Chair, Andrew Bullock explained that the 6,000 hens are already on site and there have been no problems with noise or traffic.  There are no plans to expand the chicken sheds or to build a house for workers.  The Councillors felt that the planning issues raised were outside their area of expertise and that they should trust CDC to make the decision. As such the Council will remain neutral on this matter.
Ref: 26/01959/FUL 3 Notgrove Road – rear extension and associated works
Council had nothing to say on this matter.
Not on agenda: Tree works at The Plough
 This application was received after the agenda was sent out and cannot therefore be considered formally at the meeting.  However, it was worth mentioning as several parishioners have commented on the planning portal regarding the nature of and need for the work.  The Councillors could call an EGM to discuss the issue, but Council felt this is a technical matter, and they should trust Cotswold District Council to make the right decision.  A separate meeting will therefore not be called.  Private individuals can object if they wish.
Cllr Sibthorpe suggested that future agenda wording should be amended to cover anything currently listed on the CDC portal - so that anything missed off the agenda can be discussed at a meeting.  This was agreed.

	19. 
	Dates of next meetings confirmed as 19th November 2026 and 11th February 2027

	20. 
	Meeting closed at 7.25 pm



